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SUB J : FORMER MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE SEVERO GOMES 
WORKING TO REPLACE GEISEL WITH A CIVILIAN 

1 . SEVERO GOMES, EX-MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE OUTSTED 

LAST FEBRUARY (SAO PAULO 0310) TOLD CONGEN OFF MAY 25 THAT HE BELIEVES 
THAT ARMY MINISTER FROTA WILL NOMINATE A CIVILIAN TO REPLACE 
PRESIDENT GEISEL. GOMES STATED THAT HE THOUGHT THE CIVILIAN 
CANDIDACY WOULD BE VICTORIOUS. GOMES' PERSONAL CANDIDATE WAS 
HEALTH MINISTER NASCIMENTO E SILVA, SINCE HE HAS THE CONFIDENCE OF 
THE MILITARY, WOULD PROTECT THEM FROM POPULAR RESTITUTION FOR THE 
REVOLUTION'S PAST ACTS AND HAS A GOOD RECORD IN A POPULAR AREA 
OF THE GOVERNMENT. GOMES IS CONTRIBUTING TO THE EFFORT TO ELECT 
A CIVILIAN SUCCESSOR TO GEISEL BY PUBLISHING A BOOK CALLED 
"TIME FOR CHANGE" AIMED AT CONVINCING MILITARY THAT THE TIME 
TO RETURN GOVERNMENT TO CIVILIANS HAS ARRIVED. GOMES THOUGHT 
THAT THIS IDEA WOULD BECOME AN OPEN AND IMPORTANT CURRENT OF 
THOUGHT IN THE MILITARY IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

2. GOMES EXPLAINED THAT SNI CHEIF GEN. JOAO BAPTISTA FIGUEIREDO 
IS THE STRONGEST CANDIDATE TO SUCCEED PRESIDENT GEISEL AT THE 
PRESENT TIME. FIGUEIREDO SYMBOLIZES CONTINUITY OF MILITARY RULE. 
FROTA, AS ARMY MINISTER, REPRESENTS A MILITARY LEADER OFFICERS 
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CAN SUPPORT WITHOUT BREAKING HIERARCHY. AND FROTA, ASSERTED 
GOMES, HAS LET IT BE KNOWN THAT HE WILL NOMINATE A CIVILIAN AS 
GEISEL'S SUCCESSOR. 

4. COMMENT: THE POSSIBILITY OF A CIVILIAN SUCCESSOR TO GEISEL 
HAS BEEN BRUITED ABOUT BY POLITICIANS FOR SOME TIME, BUT THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME THAT WE HAVE HEARD OF THIS EFFORT FROM SUCH A WELL 
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PLACED SOURCE. THIS IS ALSO THE FIRST TIME THAT ARMY MINISTER 
FROTA, ONE OF THE TWO STRONGEST CANDIDATES IN THE PRESIDENTIAL 
SUCCESSION HAS BEEN REPORTED TO BE INTERESTED IN NOMINATING A 
CIVILIAN. AIRGRAM FOLLOWS. 
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